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RESOLUTION  

OF 

    NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

The    ___ Neighborhood Association (the "Association") is a 
neighborhood association created under the auspices of the City of Birmingham's Citizens' 
Participation Plan.   

WHEREAS: 

A. The Association is committed to the long-term vitality of the     
Residential Community and the betterment of the residents within such community.  

B.  The original route of Interstate 20/59 through downtown Birmingham was 
established a half-century ago, at least in part to recognize the racial housing patterns of the time, 
and not necessarily in the location that would have been in the best interest of the City of 
Birmingham.  

C. I-20/59 was built as an elevated expressway (the Expressway) running east/west 
through downtown Birmingham and has constituted a barrier between downtown Birmingham 
and its adjacent residential neighborhoods to the north, including Norwood, Druid Hills and 
Fountain Heights; has broken the street grid and the connectivity between downtown and its 
northern residential communities; has utilized for highway purposes valuable, strategic blocks of 
land that could have been developed for uses beneficial to our City; has created an unsightly 
barrier and wasteland between downtown and the northern communities through which no 
pedestrian would walk, even though those northern residential communities are only a mile from 
the heart of downtown; and, as a consequence, those residential communities have suffered from 
neglect and have become less than attractive to the people who live there as well as potential 
home buyers moving into the urban area.  

D. The Expressway is rapidly reaching the end of its lifecycle and the Alabama 
Department of Transportation (ALDOT) says it must be replaced. 

E. ALDOT has prepared a plan for the reconstruction of the Expressway which calls 
for the complete demolition of the existing Expressway and the reconstruction of the Expressway 
along the same route but wider (with at least four more lanes) and higher, and would eliminate 
some of the on and off-ramps along the route, further isolating the northern communities.  

F. The question arises, if the Expressway must be replaced should it not be replaced 
in another location in such manner that the existing Expressway might be removed and a surface-
level boulevard constructed in its stead which would reinstate the street grid and cure the broken 
connectivity between the downtown and its northern residential communities?    

G. The City of Birmingham needs to take into account [i] the potential 
redevelopment of the downtown land made available by tearing down the expressway and 
replacing it with a surface-level boulevard, [ii] the health and welfare of the residential 
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community of Downtown Birmingham, and [iii] the long-term redevelopment of North 
Birmingham as a consequence of the new transportation corridor through that area.  

H. Many cities in America have rethought their unfortunate experience with elevated 
expressways through their downtowns and have fought to have them torn down and replaced by 
surface-level boulevards, resulting in redevelopment of city blocks previously committed to 
highway use (see The Expressway Teardown Movement in American Cities; Rethinking Postwar 
Highway Policy in the Post-Interstate Era, by Professor Raymond A. Mohl, University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, Journal of Planning History 11(1) 86-100, 2012). 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Association, at a regularly scheduled meeting held on 
_______, 2015, and after a vote of members present, does hereby RESOLVE that ALDOT does 
immediately: 

1. Make only those repairs necessary to keep the existing Expressway safe until such 
time as the new Expressway can be built in a location acceptable to the City of Birmingham;  

2. Move to study and plan, in close coordination with the City of Birmingham, the 
new route and to promptly implement the relocation of the Expressway to an agreed corridor 
outside downtown Birmingham; and 

3. Provide in close coordination with the City of Birmingham the detailed plans for 
tearing down the Expressway and replacing it with a surface-level boulevard, and implement 
such action as promptly as is reasonably possible. 

AND RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Mayor of the City of Birmingham:  

Work closely with ALDOT to effect these changes, recognizing that the relocation of the 
Expressway will eventually transform the City of Birmingham by reconnecting its street grids 
and reopening the northern residential neighborhoods for revitalization.  

[Signature page follows.]  
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DONE THIS _____ day of _____, 2015. 

         NEIGHBORHOOD 
    ASSOCIATION 
 

    By:         
     President 

 

The following Resolution was adopted by the residents of     ____ 
in attendance at the regularly scheduled meeting of the      ____ 
Neighborhood Association on _________, 2015. 

          NEIGHBORHOOD 
     ASSOCIATION 
 

    By:         
     Secretary 

 

 

 


